Controlled clinical trial of two multidrug regimens with and without rifampin in highly bacilliferous BL/LL south Indian patients: a five-year report.
A controlled clinical trial of two multidrug regimens in multibacillary lepromatous and near-lepromatous patients with a bacterial index (BI) of 2.5 or more was conducted. Patients were randomly allocated to either a two-drug regimen of dapsone plus clofazimine for 60 months or a four-drug regimen of rifampin, isoniazid, dapsone, and clofazimine for the first 3 months and clofazimine plus dapsone for the next 57 months. There was no difference between the rifampin and nonrifampin regimens with respect to the clinical improvement or bacteriological status of the patients at 60 months. Reactive states and neuritis were observed to be equal in the two patient groups.